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Who we are
The Danish National Research Foundation (DNRF) is an independent found-
ation which distributes public funds to top researchers in Denmark in all 
research areas. We support research with approximately euro 40 million an-
nually. This corresponds to 2 % of the annual Danish public research grants.

The DNRF in the Danish research funding landscape:

 

The Danish Council for
Independent Research 

(small and medium scale grants)

The Advanced
Technology Foundation

(large scale grants )

The Danish Council
for Strategic Research 

(medium and large scale grants)

The Danish National
Research Foundation
(large scale grants)

Bottom -up
Scientist -driven Research

Top -down
Politically prioritised Research

What we do
The Foundation primarily establishes and supports large Centres of Excellence 
for up to 10 years, typically with grants of euro 3-6 million for periods of 5 
years. Moreover, the Foundation works in a number of ways to help internati-
onalise Denmark’s research environments by attracting world-class international 
researchers. Approximately one third of the Centre members are foreigners.

The Foundation invests in both young and senior researchers. The main 
criterion for selection is research quality. Supported research projects are 
chosen through a scientist-driven, bottom-up process and extensively co-
fi nanced by the host institutions.

Internationalisation
The Foundation identifi es the top researchers, regardless of nationality. 
By offering large grants and substantial freedom in using them, the DNRF 
makes it attractive for researchers to live and work in Denmark. In this way 
world-class research comes to benefi t Danish society as a whole.
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8 new Centres of Excellence
In 2006, the Board selected 8 new Centres of Excellence for launch in 
2007 – an investment of euro 47 million in total.

The Centres went through a thorough process of selection that started 
with more than 140 outline proposals. The 8 new Centres have all been 
subjected to international peer review, and are – or have the potential to 
become – world-leaders in their fields.

The 8 new Centres cover a broad variety of research fields. Below follows 
a few examples of what the new Centres will focus upon:

The Centre for Ice and Climate headed by professor Dorthe 
Dahl-Jensen will enhance our understanding of present and 
past warm interglacial periods by studying deep Greenland 
ice cores and developing models to explain observations 
and predict ice sheet response to climate change.

DNA Nanotechnology focus on applying strings of hu-
man genetic material to produce new, useful molecules 
and materials. Professor Kurt V. Gothelf and his Danish-
American team strive to realise this goal in practice 
at the Centre for DNA Nanotechnology.

Read about all DNRF Centres of Excellence and  
the Foundation’s other support initiatives at www.dg.dk

Distribution of Centres of Excellence grants by scientific field
9%

5%

10%

35%

41%
Technical Sciences  (5 centres)

Social Sciences  (5 centres)

Humanities  (9 centres)

Bio Sciences  (23 centres)

Natural Sciences  (26 centres)
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Web: www.dg.dk E-mail: dg@dg.dk 
Phone: +45 33181950

Funding Activities and Outcomes
The DNRF was founded in 1991. Since then, it has established and 
fund ed 68 Centres of Excellence.

The Foundation has also introduced various other research funding initia-
tives to further the internationalisation of Denmark’s research environments: 
the Niels Bohr Visiting Professorship Programme and the DNRF Professor 
Programme are examples of such initiatives.

The effect of the Foundation’s investments is evidenced in the Centres’ 
world class research, the scope of their international research cooperation, 
their substantial production of PhD candidates, the amount of national and 
international honours and awards bestowed upon them and their ability to 
attract research funding.

The DNRF Centre of Excellence model has inspired others – not least the 
newly formed European Research Council, ERC.

The research findings resulting from the DNRF support enjoy a remarkable 
degree of societal and commercial interest and have led to formation of 
spin-off companies and cooperation with the business sector.

Denmark needs excellent researchers and research leaders who 
can inspire the Danish research environments to succeed in the 
international research community. The Foundation’s Centre  
Leaders belong to the vanguard of their fields and have the  
international clout needed to play this part. Thomas Sinkjær, director

The strength of the Foundation is its ability to make long-term  
investments. The Foundation’s only priority is to ensure research 
of the very highest quality that can compete internationally.

Klaus Bock, Chairman of the Board
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